
In an effort to help everyone better understand the construction for the Computational 
Research and Theory project (CRT) that is occurring by the Blackberry Gate, we have 
compiled a list of frequently asked questions: 
 
Q: Why is there such a large mountain of dirt? 
A: The dirt is placed to create a level work area for equipment access to build retaining 
walls.  These walls are constructed from the top down; hence, the dirt will be removed as 
the retaining wall construction progresses.   
 
Q: What is being done to prevent it from sliding in rain or earthquake? 
A: The dirt is compacted and geofabric is used to stabilize the dirt. The dirt is engineered 
to support heavy equipment. Slopes will be protected with hydroseeding, fabric or plastic 
sheets. 
 
Q: Will the dirt be removed at some point? 
A: Yes, as walls and foundations are installed the dirt will be removed from the site. Most 
of the dirt will be removed by December 2012. 
 
Q: Will this increase the amount of truck trips in the area? 
A: When the dirt removal starts, in early October, the number of trucks will increase.   
 
Q: What other safety measures are being taken to protect pedestrians, vehicles, and 
tenants below? 
A:    Safety is our first and most important consideration when planning work.   Examples 
include: 
1) Activities that involve a heightened risk level are planned for off hours.  If off hour 
work is not an option, a shutdown of Chu Road including pedestrian traffic is scheduled. 
2) A concrete K-rail and fencing barrier has been installed along the bottom of the hill. 
3) Prior to performing any work all personnel attend site specific safety training.     
4) Work activities are planned daily and follow the core functions of Integrated Safety 
Management.   
 
Q: What is the work schedule for the next few months? 
A: Construction of retaining walls will continue, which consists primarily of drilling, 
concrete work, excavation and soil off haul. 
 
 
If you have additional questions that you would like answered, please contact Henry 
Martinez at HMartinez@lbl.gov. 


